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 The field of information studies encourages students to evaluate the world around them, 
critically analyzing the way in which information is created, used, and communicated. My teaching 
methods assist in students developing critical thinking skills which can support this evaluation. These 
methods are focused on collaborative learning in which students have ownership over their educational 
experience. The shared experience taking place in the classroom motivates students to assess not just 
what they are learning, but teaching methods that better suit their learning. When students leave my 
classroom, they will possess higher level critical thinking skills and an awareness of their learning 
styles. These abilities will be applicable throughout their education and career. 
 As beginning doctoral students in information studies, we were educated in the many paradigms 
of information. The world of information is not an easily defined or described area. Our field can be 
seen from many different perspectives, without a designated “right” point of view or explanation. One 
of the difficulties of teaching information studies is the ambiguity of the term “information”, for those 
within the field and outside.  However, this ambiguity can be beneficial when encouraging critical 
thinking and collaboration in the classroom. Class discussions on the definition of information and 
representation of information will inspire students to question their own assumptions and beliefs of 
how they define and perceive information. The student-centered approach of my teaching methods can 
be seen through my attention to how students' respond to the course materials.  
 My learning goals will be assessed primarily through class discussion, individual papers, and 
group projects. Instead of punitive assessments such as exams and quizzes, students' learning will 
evaluated through assessments that are more collaborative in nature. Discussions, small group work, 
and papers will encourage students to participate actively in their learning. Presentations of group 
projects and individual papers will provide students with opportunities to hone their public speaking 
skills that are so needed in the workplace.  
 Since information science involves the ways in which information can be transmitted, 
conversation and the exchange of ideas is extremely important in the classroom. I see my role as an 
instructor as not simply standing at the front of the class lecturing a room full of students.  Learning 
should be collaborative, with each side, student and instructor, learning something new from the 
process. My classroom would be an inclusive experience for students of all backgrounds. The study of 
information asks that students question their conceptions of information, the creation of information 
and the dysfunction inherent in its communication which can be an uncomfortable experience for some 
individuals. However, I will strive to create a classroom environment where students feel comfortable 
expressing themselves openly and honestly with their peers. 
 My teaching method would typically include a combination of small group work and class 
discussion. By featuring less of a lecture format in my classes, I can break down some of the barriers 
between teacher and student. Technology will be an important part of classroom activities, since it has 
become a large part of our everyday lives. Discussions that take place in class could carry on in online 
discussion boards encouraging students to take the time to reflect on the thoughts of their peers.   
 
 


